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M8TRACT 

This curriculum unit contiins guidelines for Martin 
Luthir King Jr, Day^ January 15th. Itims includid in the guide arei a 
list of suggested activitiiSi a short biography of Dr, King, ixcirpts 
from some of his speeches including the f amousi "I Have A Dreim" 
ipeich^ a play, study quistions, "A King's Journey% a game, and a 
story about King which shows some of the turning points in his life, ■ 
Siveril short bibliographies are includid, (OPH) 
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MEMORANDUM 



TO^ Elenantary and Secondary Principals and HOTian Relations Chairmen 

FROM: Robert L, Williams 

Aisistant Superintendent for Intergroup Education 

SUBJECTi Guldelinas for Martin Luther King Day^ January 15, 1973 
DATE: December 19, 1972 



january 15, 1973 » will mark tha 44th birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, 
a man whose life's work should serve as a model for all people eoncemed 
with the hmnan condition* 

We urge all schools to participate in progrmis which will not only eulogize 
Dr* King, but will focus on his goals, methods, and accomplishments in the 
struggle not only for the Black Americans but his quest for a greater 
humanity for all people. Once again, the Task Force has developed materials 
which should assist your school, faculty and student body in presenting a 
thoughtful program in observance of this day. Programs will be presented 
on KTCA^TV and KBEM-^FM at this time to promote student Involy^ent. 

Please feel free to call upon the Task Force on Ethnic Studies ^ 336'=4270, 
for assistance in locating materials and concrete planning. 
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Quidellnea 

Each school should plan an appropriate prograiD to gbsem the 
birthday of Martin Luther King, Jr., a peat Aaerican, 

The planning for the ohser?aaae should take plaee within the 
achool among the adalnietration, faculty, husan relationi comiittei, 
and student hmm relationi poup or student eoimeil represiEtatiTta 

Martin Luther King syiboliwi nore than the stniKl§ of the 
Black Bian, he representa the struggle of hunanity to achieTi a 
peater huflimity. airefors, the theit of the ebsinratioa ghoiad 
focus on the ^ of King, thoei goa@ for which IClng lived and 
died. To Mka the progratt of peater relevancf to students, it is 
not necessa^ to on?,/ eulogize Martin Luther King. Of aqual value 
woiad bi a discussion of his goals, aethods, accoiapliahBents and 
the way in which ethers, of alX ethnic backp-ounds, haT© taken up 
the torch which was Tiolently wreached froi King's hand* 
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Suggested Activities 

A, Staff and studenta plan and present an assembly program for the 
entire student body to Illustrate the philosophy of King* 

B* School observance of the life of King through displays of material 
on King's life or others who eKemplify the Soul of King. 

C* Eaah classroom plan a ehort observation which should lead to a group 
discussion of King's philosophy, 

D, Display of materials to show links between men of goodwill regard- 
lass of time in history, racial or religious background* 

E, invite community persons to speak to students on their feelings 
concerning King and his philosophy, 

F, Read and discuss the brief biography of Martin Luther King, 

G* Students may learn songs of the Civil Rights Movement " We Shall 

Ove rcome , Freedom ^ etc. Some of the Pete Seger records or Scholastic 
Folkways have a great many songs to choose from, 

H. Study the lives of other Black leaders to see how they tie-in with 
King's philosophy i (Ralph Abernathy^ Jesse Jackson^ Coretta Scott 
King ^ etc • ) 

X, construct a student participation program to show the diversity of 
feeling within the Black community, (Malcolm X, Muhanmed Ali^ 
Eldrldge Cleaver^ Stokely Carmichael, Martin Luther King, or Ralph 
Abernathy , ) 

J, Construct school displays which will portray the life and work of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr, School bulletin boards should be used 
to focus attention on this day* 

K, Reproduce the outline picture of King for student use in alass 
activities* 

L* Class to produce the play on Martin Luther King included in the 
packet. 

M. Classroom activity centered around the micro-unit on the "Peaceful 
Warrior" and its materials, 

N. Have class play the game A Kings Journey , 
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It is irapoesibla to diseuss the Aflierican cItII right struggle of the lajst 
dacMe without devoting sipiificant CDnsideration to Martin Luther King, Jr. — 
the prime movar of the Montgomery bus boycott (1956)1 keynote speaker at the 
March on Waehington (1963)1 the youngest Nobel Peace Rri^e laureate (1964) 
but it was as the head of the Southern Christiaii Leadership Cojiference that ha 
mada the daily deciiiioas at the foundation of his entire ciTil right prograffl. 

King was born as Michael Luther King^ Jr^ in Atlanta on January 15, 1929 — 
one of three childran of Martin Sr* and Alberta (Williaffl) King* (He did not 
receive the name of Martin until he was about six years old,) His father was 
the pastor of Ebenezer Baptist Chupeh and hie mother was a former sehool teacher* 

After receiving hi£3 elefflentary and hlfii school edunation in Atlantei King 
enrolled in a locaj. college (Moorehouee) in l^kk^ Even thou^ he wae not at 
first inclined to enter the rainietry he was convinced by Dr, Benjamin Mays that 
a religious calling could have iLntellectual satisfactions as well. King received 
his B*As degree in 19^8 at the age of 19 and entered graduate study. By I953 he 
had completed the required Qourse work for his doctorate which was awarded in 1955, 

King returned to the South with his wife and aceepted the pastorate of the 
Dexter Avenue Baptist Ghurch in Montgomary, Alabama. It waa here that he nade 
his first indelible mai*k In the civil ri^t moveiBent by organi^iing the 382 day 
bus boycotts By 19.57 King w&b a leader of national stature^ In this same year 
he suOTioned a nufflber of other Black leadero which laid the groundwork for the 
Southern Qiristian Leadership Conftrence. The S.CL.C. practiced the art of 
nonviolence in its struggle for equal ri^ts. ahesa tactics were put to ttieir 
most severe test in Birmin^affl^ Alabama, during a mass protest for fair employ- 
ment practices 5 the establiehment of a bi-racial oofflmittee, and the desegregation 
of departfflent store facilities* Dr, King had alway^i been influenced by the 
Gandhian philosophy of nonviolence, and he undoubtedly had been strengthened in 
this view by his jouraey to India three years before the Issuance of his **Litter 
frora a BinsinghaBi Jail*." 

Hie greatest triuinph orme only a few months after balng jallod for his 
activities when he traveled to Oslo, Norway, to receive the Nobel Ptface Prise* 
Aftar aGcepting this honor he returaed to the United States and plunged into 
the voter regieti^attori drive in Selmaj iaabajM, which culmiMited in the famoua 
Salma Freedom Ifareh^ King^s work for civil ri^ts did not end with the Selma 
march but by this time ot^ar more militant voices were heard in Aaerica. Evan 
jpi^oups originj^ly cofflffittad to nonviolence were becoming dieenchanted with thm 
pace of sociaJ, change* Dr. King bepm to plan a bi-raci^ MLrch on the nation*! 
Cfiipitoli a pilgrimage of the poor. 

It was this goal that brou^t Martin Luther King, Jr., to MeiSphia in April 
of 1968, It was while listening to one of his favorite songs, "fteeious Lord " 
that hL* Has cut dowu by an aasaasin*s bullet on April 4, I968. At the end of ' 
his life, Jtoxtin Luther King, Jr. could be at peace with what he had dona and - 
been, a truly ^aat American. He could say 5 ''I've been to the mountain top*" 
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Atlanta, Georgia, January 15, 1929* Son of ReTerend and Mrs. Martii] Lutoer 
King, Sr.; brother, Alfred Danieli gieter, Qirietine, 

^rly Life I 

He enjoyed sports. He wanted to be a fireiaan. As ii child he didn't like 
to fi^t. At the age of ei^t he sold newspapers , 

Early Adulthood 

Ae a high school senior spiech contestant, he had the ea^iriance of being 
ordered to ^ve his bue eaat to a white pasaenpr. (1956) At 15 he was ready 
to attend Moorehouse College in Atlantai He received his HinD, in 1955. 

Adulthsod ; 

Ha married Coretta Scott in 1953, Qiildren were Yolanda, Martin Luthtr III, 
Dexter and Bernlce, 

Education I 

Atlanta, Georgia, publio iohoolsi A.B,» Moorehouse CoUege, 19'f8; B.D,, 
Crozer Geological leaina^, 1951| studied at Univereity of Penneylvania, 1950* 
51; studied at Harrard UniYerBity, 1952-53; Ph.DM Boston University, 0?er 
twenty honorary degrees, 

Poiitions i 

^sident and founder (Januai7 10, 1957) of Southern Christian Leaderehip 
Conference* Co-pastor (with father) of Ebenezer Baptist Church, Atlaiita, Georgia 

Honors 1 

Nobel Peace Prise, 1964 
Tiffle Man of the Ye^, 1963 
N.A.A.C.P* Spingam Medal, 195? 
Listed in Wio's Who in Aaerica 
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a preacher ' s son 
who I ooked at men 
and saw them one,* . 

o . _ 
ERJC *Clifton, Lucille. The Black BS's . Dutton, 1970, 



Martin Luther King, Jr* 

Have yQij ever heard of a king? ^ie etor^ ie about a man who waa 
not a king - but he was Mmad King. Thie Ean'a nBmo waa ^rtin Luther 
King, Jr» Martin Luther King, Jr. was a happy little boy* H© grew 
up in Atlanta I Qeorgiss 

Wh#n he was six years old hie father daaided to buy hiffl a pair of 
new shoes for his birthday* When it was time to gO| they got into the 
eart and down the atrest they wentl Paat all hie friend 'e houaeSi 
past his school j and paat the church where hie father was the sinister. 
Finally thty were downtovn. 

Holding tightly to hie fathir's hand he widked dowi the etreet and 
into the shoe store* Little Martin stared at all of the different 
kinds of shoes. He saw big shoes , little ahoea,. and in-between alsed 
^oea - MLd, there were so Bany different colore to chooee froia! Khich 
kind should he ohoost? ^tn hi saw the oais hi wanted. He showed 
them to hie fathtr. ReTarend Kii^ liked thea too. He thou^t tl^t 

Martin had chosen wieely. 

niey sat down wd waited far the ^oe salesman to oo&e. Soon ht 

appeared « But, he did not wait on them. Instead he said^ "I'll be 

happy to wait on you if you'll just iBOVe to those seats la the baok 

of the store**- 

Htvertnd King becMie ye^ mgiy. "We'll either buy Aoes slttiJif 
here in these seatS|" he said, "or we won't buy sheas at ril," Aadt 
with that he took Martin's hand and led hin out of the shoe store 1 

Little Martin didn't understand aU that had happened. Vfcy Mi 
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the shoe i.ulmBmj\ «r,K©d ih^a £0 mowm I0 %hm otte#r m^tm in 
of thf! Htorfr? H^tiii'ci father *yplaintd An b#«t tf^ia^, 
Mo-tin llviil thi*y Uf©<i in a ceuat^ ^h«f^ all pm^plm 4i4 net r«riPtv# 

tr^Btmunt are dark-skiimtd pfiople llkr you iiui i^," Mid Iterl^n'^ 
father* 

Now Martin cotad y^«rst«»d vhy nU f«lh»r h«d ^cmm mo Mgry. 
And h<» eould also understand why he dlds*t gml a n^v piir of afaMii 
that da^^* . 

ka he frew old^rt Hiu^tiri Luther Kiaf , Jr. eould Mc m^f QtJbmr 
waya Jji which dark-«kimned kmmricmum w«re not tr#at#d lh» mm mm 
White Aaaricane. One difcy, thQUght jy^tis, I hapt that 1 will b# abl« 
to do sofflothing to ahngm thm wmy that dark^BlLUntd pwQpU ar» tr«at«d. 

All throu^ Hartlo*a life, u ht went thr©u|^ tltatntar? #ctioal» 
hi|^ school, and eollgg©, he kept thla Idaa in his mind. , • idaa 
that Black and Whitt people would live and work and play togf-thar Mmmdmj 
This became Martin Luther Kind's drea^* 

Aft#r Martin left SQhoQl» he beeasa a ■iniatar Ilka hia father and 
decidad that the only way to bring about this §^ge In tearica waa 
throu^ kindness and lore. The first change that h# halpad to bring 
about was fair-E#atinfi on the city buaea. Bafora he did thla, Uask 
oitlEena had to sit in the back of the buaee - juat aa Martin* a fatbar 
had been aakad to ait in the baek of the ahoe utorap Ite iOE^er did 
dark-Bkinnad people have to ait in the back aeata of buaae, or alt la 
the worst seata in soTie thtaterei and, they oould eat in any 
resta^^ant that they wuted to eat in* 



%**rliffc»f#, 

i^^g '1^.1^- f^\%m km ^rniiM A^iHii l^'^t/*-^ f» «Mi tot 

tll*t C.^r ##«f liwil |i« |## IHMfcMt $m 
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mcESFTS FHOH symiMm by maotin LUTEER KING^ JR, 



We've broken looee from the E^pt of alarei^ and we have noTed throiigh the wild 
neee of le^l se^e^tion. Now we stand on the border of the proaiaed land of 
integration e 

Wien evil sen plot, good aiea aufit plan, Wien eyil men burn mud bofflbi good aen 
must build aad bind. When aril men ehout ugly words of hatred , good man must 
doimit thamselves to the glories of love, Vtoen evil men would seek to perpetua 
an unjuat etatus quo, good men must seek to bring into being a real order of 
Justiot, 

It is a cruel jeet to say to a bootless man that he ^ould lift himself by hie 
own. boots traps* It is even worse to tell a man to lift himself by hie own 
bootstraps when somebody is standing on the boot- 

We are ti#d together* TOie Ne^o needs the white Mn to free him of his feari 
the white mMi needs the Ne^o to free him of his guilt, 

A doctrine of black supremaey is as evil as a doctrine of white supremacy. 

Only 7»8 per cent of the Negro students of the South are attending inte^ated 
eehools this year, a hundrad yeea^s after our emancipation from slavery. At thii 
pace it will take 92 more years to integrate the public schools of the South, 

Before the victory's won maybe some more will have to get scarred up, lose jobs^ 
face the problem of being called bad nawies* Before the victory's won, maybe aoa 
more will have to face the tragedy of physical death, 

niree simple words can describe the nature of the soci^ revolution that is 
taking place and what Heroes really want. They are the words "all," "now*" and 
"here," 

It is interesting to note that the extreme pessimist and the extreme optimist 
agree on at least one point* niey both feel that we must sit dowi and do nothin 
in the area of race relations. The extreme optimist aays do nothing because 
integration is inevitable. The extreme pessimist says do nothing because int^* 
Ration is impossible. 

Freedom is not some lavish dish that the federal govenment or the white man wii; 
pass out on a silver platter while the Negro merely furnishes the appetite. If 
inte^ation is to be a reality, the Negro must suffer for it. 

We have come to the point where we are able to say to those who will even use 
violence to block us, we will match your capacity to innict suffering with out* 
capaoity to endure suffering. 

Green power— that's the kind of power we need* 

Freedom is never voluntarily given by the oppressor { ' it must be demanded by the 
oppressed. 



f "I HAVE A DREAM" 

Given on the ateps of the Lincoln HeBiorlal to the 
WaehlngtQn rreedom-Marchers 
Sceerpt 

I say to you today, even thou#i we face the difficulties of today and to- 
norrow, I still have a drean. It ie a dream deeply rooted in the Ameriean 
Drean. I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up, live out the true 
manmg of its creedi "We hold these truths to be eelf-evident, that all men 
are ereated equal," 

I have a dreaai that one day on the red hills of Qeorgia sons of foraer 
slaves and the sons of former slaveowners will be able to sit doim together at 
the table of brotherhood. I have a drean that one day even the state of Missis- 
sippi, a state eweltering with the heat of injuetice, s-^eltering with the heat 
of oppreesion, will be transforned into an oasis of freedom and oustice. 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day li^e in a nation 
where they will not be Judged by the color of their skin but by the content of 
their character. j 

I have a drean that one day every vallty shiai be exalted, evei^ hill and 
aountain shall be nade low. Th9 rough places will be made plain, and the 
crooked _plaeea will be made etrai^t. This is the faith that I go back to the 
South with. With this faith we will be able to hew out of the mountain of 
despair a stone of hope. With this faith We will be able to work together to 
pray together, to struggle together, to go to jail together, to stand for 
ireedoffl together, Imowing we will be free one day. 

This will be the day when all of God's children will be able to ein^ with 
new ffleaning, "let freedom ring." So let freedom ring from the prodigious hill- 
tops of New Hajnpshire. Let freedom ring fron the nighty moun tains of New York 
But not only that. Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. I^t 
freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Missiseippi, from eveiy mountaia-. 

. When we allow freedom to ring-^hen we let it ring from eveiy city and' 
every hamlet, from eveir state and every city, we will be able to speed up that 
^ when all of God's children, black men and white men, Jews and aentilea 
^otestants and Catholics, will be able to join hands and sing in the words of 
the old Negro spiritual, "B^ee at last, Tree at last. Great God a-mlAtv We 
are free at last." sm-yi we 
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Qiaracters 



Narrator 

1st Shoe Salesman 
2nd Shoe Salesman 
1st Customer 
2nd Gustoraer 
Cashier 

Martin Luther King, Jr. (as a boy) 
Father 

Mrs. Rosa Parka 
Black Man (passenger) 




Large Audienct 



Hatirials 



Act I I Scene I 

Shoee 
Qiairs 
Counter 
Mirror 

Act lit Scene I 
Qiaire 

Signs Denoting^ 

City Bus 

White Section 
* Colored Section 

Act III* Scene I 

Otiairs 

Podium - Microphoni 

Record Player 

Records J 

Black National Antheni 
Star Spatfiffled tomer 
We Shall Overeome 
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Narrator ; 

We are here today to hdnor a groat fflM. He was a man who atood foi^ justice. He 

was a man who wanted only to do what was ri^t* He was a man of peace, and love; 

a man who believed that all men hav© a ri^t to enjoy fretdom. So on this day 

his birthday i we would like to honor Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Aet Is flgene_I 

At the rising of the curtain, the eet will represent the inside of a sraril shoo 
store. ' Two rows of dhairs ocGupy the front portion of the store* 'fliree other 
ghairs appaar at the rear of the atore* Two Wiite customers are being waited upon 
by two ahoe salesman* One customer ie seated and being fitted i the other customer 
is still looking around at shoes. 

First Shoe Salesman I How do they feel ma'm? 

Lady Customer : They feel quite comfortable,,.. 

First Shoe Saleaman s Would you like to take a look in the mirror over there? 
(He gestures towardp a mirror and the customer strolls over to it.) 

Lady Customer I (Decisively.) YeSi they look fine.,*. I'll take them. 

First Shoe Salesman ; If you'll please step ever to the counter^ I'll be ri^t 
with you. 

As the customer goes over to wait by the gamier clerk, the shoe sriesman 
hurriedly boKas the shoes and ts^es them over to the counter. As he bep.ns 
walking back across the room, two new customers enter, A man and a boy, Thay 
are Black, Kiay immediately sit down in the front row of seats. The first shoe 
salesman crosses over to them. Thm second shoe salesman and his customer have 
now moved to the chairs and are also sitting in the front row. 

Father : This is my son^ tertint said he would llkii a pair of shoes. 

Martin : I'd like to tiy on that brovm pair that I saw in the window. 

Shoe Saleaman s (To the Father*) I'll be happy to help you and your son with a 
pair of shoes if you'll just move to those seats in the back of the store. 
(Gestures to the rear of tilt store*) 

Father I (Appearing vei^ angz^,) Move to the seats in the back of the store?!! 
Why in the world should I move to the seats in the Back of the store,,* J 

The other shoe salesman and his customer have stopped what they are doing to 
stare. 

Shoo Salesman I I'm sure you know the law here these seato here are for our 
Wiite customers only. 

Father s If I can't buy a pair of ^oes for my son in these seats right here, I 
won't buy any at alll (Taking his son's hand, he stomps out of the shoe Btore. 

fflurtain is lowered. 
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Narrator I 

Many of rtertin Luther King, Jr**i jnamarits of his childhood in Atlantai Georgia 
were made up of such esqperiericee as the one he had in the shoe store, -tad, 
time did nothing to change things. They were still the Bame after Martin Luther 
King grew up- 

Agt lis _ Bcem 1 

TOie curtain opens up on a stage set to portray the inttrior of a city bus* 
Passengers are seated - Whites in the fronts Blacks in the back* The bus driver 
pulls to a stop and opens the door# Biree women passengers file in* two VHiites 
and one Black* 

First PaMengey. S (To driver ae she pays.) Transfer please. 
Second Paastnger * Does this bus go as far as Oak Street? 
Driven Yes, it does, 

Aa the bus driver closes toe (imap.nary) doors and pulle away from the curb| the 
three women make their way to their seats * The Black woman continues to the 
rear of the bus and seats herself in the "CQlored" section. 

A mm enters onto the stage m& prepares to wait on the corner to catch the bus* 
The bus pulls over to pick him up* ' 

New Passenger * Good afternoon.- 

Bus Driver * Good afternoon^ Sir* Nice day isn't it...* 

He proceeds down the aisle, Thm hue driver turns in his seat to face the paBsenecrs, 

Bus Driver * (Waving his hmd at the Black passengers.) You folks will have to 
stand in the back of the bus bo*s more Whi^e passengers can sit. —He begins, 
driving again* . 

T/fo Blacks hurriedly rise from their stats and go to stand in the back of the bus* 
Another Black woman (Mrs. Parks) merely turns her head in the other direction. 

New Passenger I Didn't you hear the bus driver - I want to sit in this here seat^ 
so move on to the back whert you belong, (Paueee to see if she will move) - Wal, 
we'll see about this - you colored people are always causing trouble* (As he 
goes to gbtain help from the bus driver, a murmuring arises from a few of the 
passengers ^ Black and White.) 

Blaok tten i Why is it some Vfliite folks gotta hate so much..,. 

Wiitg^ Wgman i Well, she ou^ta mind when a White person tells her what to do* 

Black Woman I Why is it that White folks think that grown Black folks dbould have 
to mind them - just answer me that! She then crosses her arms and glares at the 
White woman who had spoken. 
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In the fSeantinie the bus driver lias stopped the bus and gone to summon two polico 
officers, ley return togctlior and the four of theni (new paGGcngGr included) go 
up to Hra* Parks, 

Bus Driver ; (Pointing*) Hiit's thi woiiiin right there officer, 

first OffiGer : I undefetand that you were told to stand in the back bocauno 
ftite passengers need that seat, Md that you refused to fnovCf 

tos. Parks reiains silenti 

Second Officer * ftat's your namt lady! 

Ifra, Pirke t Mrs, Parks, Mrs, Rosa Parke, 

■ 

First Offioer l pess we'll Just have to arrest you then Ita, Parks - you 
do know it's against the law for you to sit here when Mte passengerc want to 
sit down - don't you? 

Aa Mi Pirks does not eay a^thing fflorij the officers reaoh for her arms announc- 
Second Qfficsr ^ Let's take her iHi 

Ihi curtain is lowerid, i 
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Narrators 

It was against injustices eueh as this that Itortin Luther King, Jr, struggled* 

Shortly aftar the arrest of Mrs* Parks he led a auccassful bus boycott and Blacks 
no longar had to sit in the back oi busses. But there were still other instancca 
in which Black AinericMS were not treated fairly. Because a man has dark brown 
skint that a reason to not give him a job^ to not allow him to visit public 
parks^ try on clothes in a store or ait down at a lunch counter? Martin Luther 
King, Jr. certainly didn't ttiink so! His dream for a better world only grew 
stronger and soon he was receiving recognition from around the world for his 
efforts to bring justice and freedom for his people in a peaceful and non-viQlent 
way* 

In 196^ he traveled to Norway where he was awarded the Nobel Peace PriEe* He 
was the stcond Black \^irican to so honor America* 

Act III; Bcene I 

As the curtain rises^ a large audience is shown seated in an auditorium. Two 
Bpeakars appear at the front of the room on stage* The audience rises to sing 
as the beginning strains of njusic from the Star Spangled Banner are heard. 

Speaker I (Standing at Podium*) Ladies and Gentlemen^ our Black National Anthem. 
The audience will join in the singing and rimain standing until its end* 

Speaker at Podium ■ Please be seated ladies and gentlemen* We are very happy 
to have here with us the very man who has inspired so mmy of us to continue on 
when many times we felt too tired and too discouraged to go another step* He 
was with us wherever we marched for our ri^ts. He was with us in Montgomei^i 
he was with us in Birmin^am, and he went willingly to jail with us there so that 
we mi^t have freedom. Iiadi^.B and gentlemen, I*m speaking of Dr. ffertin Luther 
King, Jr. (Turning and eKtinding his hand*) Will you please come forward Dr* King* 
He takes a chair on stage and the crowd begins to applaud wildly as Dr* King 
approaches the podium* He raises his hand for the applause to otop. 

Dr. King g More than 100 years ago President Lincoln signed the Emancipation 
Proclamation. Thim was the freeing of millions of Black people from slavery 
and it created the great hope that they, the Black Americans, would finiaiy be 
able to share in the AfflericMi dream of freedom. But^ today as we are gathered 
here we must face the sad truth that the Black man in America still is not froo. 
Today, more than 100 years after the end of slavery, the Black man is still 
crippled and bound by injustice. Today, more than IM years after slavery, 
Black children are still waiting for that promise of equal schooling to be 
fulfilled, and even now they are asking the question of ^^How long?^" "Biey are 
asking ''How long, America?** How long will it take for me to be treated as a 
person — how long? Well , I am here to si^ to you tod^ that no matter how 
difficult the way^ or frustrating the times, it will not'be long. It will not 
be long because truth and justice pushed down will always rise again. How long? 
-Not long, because Black people believe that the conscience of America will not 
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illoi it to to its baek or close its iiTi to oyf eries, How long? Iotlon|, 
beciuee tte an of ripaoysiieii is long, mj it benis iways toiri justici 
andtnitli 

M eo todaj', I wt ^ t« ij pigpli that fe mat m a pleip to kiip iiroling 
ihiid, Ma mit vow to kiep Kcliiai because w eiiiot tm biok m, 10 
M agiin w lust rise up to iiit wbitever hirdilps m our wig, We ist bi 
pparei to eyffir aa iirehin|. loliiere of peacs yntil that peat iaj when in 
are ns longar juigad on the color of their ikin - yntil that pat day when 
this nation li?ea and biliwM in its craidi % hold tiesi tryths to be self- 
evidenti that ^ len iri priitid eqid," lis will'be that pat when oyr 
drew of freedoi is reached, lii ii By draaii, 

liidiitily the bifiiini itraini of ile Ml Overcoie are heard and the other 
ipiier joini Kin| at h podii, It entire audienca rises aid joins in the 
singing of iialljhf ercp t ■ 

le ortk is lowradi 
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Martin Luther King: Bie Peacefia Warrior , Ed Clayton, 
I Have A Dream, Tirne-Life Books : 
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Montgomery Bus Boycott 

The Montgomery Bus Boycott was the awakening of the Blick Community 
to do something about Racism in the bus seating arrangement, Seats 
were assigned to whites and blacks. People who did not obey these 
iegregation laws were arrested, This happened to Rosa Parks in 
Montgomery, and blacks walktd in dignity rather than ride in humiliation 
any longer. Drivers of the buses were usually cruel in their language, 
and treatment of black riders. 

Aftar 381 days of walking, the U.S. Suprtimi Court declared the Alabama 
laws requiring bus segregation on buses unconstitutional. 

Study Questloni ; 

On a separate sheet of paper, write your answers to the following 
questions. This is not a test, there are no right or wrong answers; 
so feel free to express your opinions openly. 

1, What doei racism mean? 



2. From your definition, do you feel racism was present in the 
Montgomery bus iyitem? (Yes or No) Why did you answer the way 



3, Why do you think the seats for whites were up front, and in back 
for blacks? 



^1. See picturee, in I Have h Dream , pp. 5-13. 
ERIC 



Birmlnghani Crisli 



In 1963, King'i non-violint wiy to freedom wis to be put to its most 
severe test in Birminghim, Alabama, during a mass protest for fair 
hiring practices/ the establishment of a bi-racial eonunittee , and the 
desegregation of department store facilitits . What this mtans is , Tt 
one time the Soutn, Biaclcs could not buy from the rtitaurants 
located in the stores. The police and white citizens were very brutal 
and hard in Birminghim, many marchers were beaten and jailed, but the 
worst even was the bombing of a Black church one Sunday morning which 
killed four little girls. King himself was arresttd in Birmingham, 
but his voici was not silenced as he wrote the famous "Latter from a 
Brimingham Jail" to explain the non-violent approach to freedom. 



Study Questions; 



1. What is meant by desegregation? 



2, what is a bi-racial committee ? What do you think it would try to 



3, DO you think racism was present in the Birmingham Crisis? Yes or 



4. Would you please explain why you answered the way you did? 



No 



1. See pictures in I Have A Dream i pp, 37-47, 



ftlsck people have Isnf bean faeed 'with tht prsblts of trying, ta w# 
in the South, AUha^ was the targit us^U to briftfi th« problts out 
in the open. 

King and his followers planned to iireh fro® Sella to JtoRtfjewery, eapital: 
of Alabiniai to dramatise the probleoi, Tht qovornor o^ Alibiiia ui«d 
troopf to halt the inarch but fedtral courts laid the safehiri had a 
right to march, and ths nation saw how thi South tfeated Pkcki who 
wanted to vote . As a rtsul t of thii aarch , tht Conar eii of tht United 
States gassed a Voting Rifhti ftill to prottet the rifhti of wiaeka to 
vote in the South, 



Study Questions I 

L Do you think the mareh helped the Dlack people pin freed^? 



2, Please explain reasons for the answer you gave. 
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L See pieturea in I Have A Dreami pp, 62-66. 
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How to Play "A King's Journey" 



Game Obj ective! 

The goal of the game is to be the first team to complete Martin Luther 
King's Journey on their playing board; this is dona by moving through 
all the steps and arriving at Step 15, which represents the end of the 
journey* 

I, Selecting Teams and Team Pos itions « 
A, Selecting Teams* 

1, Divide tlie classroom into four teams, 

2. Each team will be given a playing board designating their 
team number {1-4) , 

3* Each member of each of the four teams will be given two or 
more (depending on number of team playeri) of the numbered 
(1^15) circles (chips); which he will place in the corre^ 
sponding numbered squares at the appropriate time* 



B. Selecting Team Positions i 

Using the salmon colored selector stack of cards and beginning 
with Team #1, each member of each team ^will draw a card from 
the stack which is placed face down. The person drawing the 
highest number card is that team's captain. The team positions 
of Captain^ Caller and Record Keeper are selected in this manner 
They will hold their positions for the entire game. The 
selector stack cards saying Caller and Record Keepe r then will 
not be re=shuffled into the stack for the next team to draw 
from until a new game is ready to be played. 

II. Game Rules and Duties of Captain, Caller and Record Keeper i 



Captains 

1, The Captain of Team #1 will re-shuffle selector stack cards 
and give them to Team #2, etc. 

2, The Captain*s duties will be to choose members of his team 
to answer question^ or he may choose to answer himself. 

It is also his duty to see that the numbers of the circles 
and squares correspond. as the game progresses. 

Caller^ 

1, Any person drawing the salmon colored selector stack card 
saying "Caller" will go to the front of the room. His duty 
is to read, questions from the Question Cards, 



2. The question cards must ramain face down until the "Caller' 
is ready to read the question, 

3. The Caller will read the question before the Record Keeper 
turns up the tsam number cards. 

4. If the queition is answered correctly the question card 
will be given to the Record Keeper , InGorrectly answered 
question cards are to be placed at the bottom of the 
"Callers" stack of question cards. 

5. At the end of the game he will re-^shuffle all of the 
question cards. 

Record Keeper* 

1, Any parson drawing the salmon colored selector stack card 
saying "Record Keeper" will also go to the front of the 
room. 

2, Hii duties will be to turn up the Team Number Cards (which 
are facing down) and announce the team number printed on it 
These cards determine which team will answer the question 
just read by the Caller. 

3, The Record Keeper will leave turned upwards all of the 
Team Number Cards which he has announced - keeping them 
in a separate stack. 

4, The Record Keeper will collect from Caller every question 
card answered correctly (and the "free move" cards) and 
place in the correct space on his Record Keeper Sheet. 

5, At the end of the game when a team has filled all fifteen 
spaces then the Record Keeper will count number of question 
cards, "free move" cards ^ and "move 2 spaces" cards for 
that team and declare them as winner, (Move 2 spaces cards 
will be counted as such.) 

6, At the end of the game he will re-shuffle all the Team 
Number Cards. In the event that a "no move" or "free move" 
card is turned up^ a team will either move a space or 

skip a turn. No question will be answered by them. The 
team whose number is next turned up will answer that same 
question from the already turned up question card. 



The game begins with the "Caller" reading a question. 
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A STORY ABOUT MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 



ChildhQOd Years 
Part I 

Martin Luther King^ Jr, sighed and closed the book he had been reading. 
"How I admire Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman^ " he thought , "They 
were such eourageous people." Frederick Douglass and Harriet Tubman 
ware both Black Americans, who had fought for freedom for Blacks in thia 
country, And^ though he was only eight years old whan ha had those 
thoughts, Martin Luther King was already searching for a way to make 
a better world. 

Ha was born January 15, 1929^ in Atlanta, Georgia, He was the second 
child of Reverend and Mrs, Martin King, Sr. He learned very early 
about racial prejudice, PWien he was six years old two of his friends 
were told they could no longer play with him, "You can't play with 
Martin because he's colored," was what their mother had said. 

Martin earned money by working as a paperboy after school. But he 
didn't let it interfere with his school work. He studied hard and 
was an excellent student. He learned so much so fast that he was 
able to skip grades 9 and 11, By the time he reached age 15, he was 
graduated from high school , 



His College Years 
Part II 

In 1944 at the age of 15^ Martin Luther King entered Moorhouse CQllege 
in Atlanta, Georgia, 

He was a /ery serious student and upon graduation in 1948 was awarded 
a Bcholarship which he used to further his education by attending the 
Crozer Seminary in North Carolina. There he had the chance to earn 
additional money for school by working during a sunmier picking tobacco 
in Connecticut; and he didn't p^s it up. 

During the years he spent at Moorhouse and Crozer he learned about two 
men who greatly influenced his way of thinking, Henry David Thoreau 
and Mahandas Gandhi were their names, Henry David Thoreau lived in the 
state of Massachusetts during the 1800's. He was a man who dared to 
disobey a law of his time which he felt was unjust. He had even gone 
to jail because of his disobedience to this law. The law which Thoreau 
disagreed with was the one which required citizens to pay a tax before 
they could vote. This tax was called a poll tax. For six long years 
Thoreau refused to pay a poll tax^ but still insisted upon his right 
to vote. In a paper he wrote entitled "Civil Disobedience^" Henry 
^horeau stated that it was the duty of a person to disobey unjust laws. 
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Mahatma (a Hindu title denoting respect) Gandhi was a East Indian leader 
who rose to world fame because he was able to help his people of India 
win their freedom from the British who were occupying their land. By 
the use of non-violent methods Gandhi taught his followers to break 
laws which were unjust, and which discriminated against Indian people. 
He taught them that they must expect to go to jail because of what they 
were doing, but that they should go willingly, and not try to resist 
arrest. Martin Luther King, Jr. marveled at the ideas of these two men. 

And so an idea of how to win freedom for his people began to form in 
his mind. 

He finished Crozer Seminary with honors. As the head of the class he 
gave the graduation speech and was again awarded a scholarship. He was 
just 22 years old. 

He decided to attehd school at the Boston University, in Boston, Massa- 
chusetts. It was from this University that he received the highest 
degree in education - a doctorate. 

It was also while he was in Boston that Martin Luther King met Coretta 
Scott , the woman he would marry . 



• Wa Shall Overcome 

Part III 

After completing school Dr. Martin Luther King returned to the South 
where he became Pastor of the Dexter Avenue church in Montgomery , Alabai 
He had first been ordained as a minister when he was 13 years old and 
now he was returning home. 

Prom the pulpit on Sunday mornings his messages were filled with words 
of hope and encouragement. "Love your enemies, bless them that curse 
you, and pray for them that deapitefully use you,,.," 

Martin Luther King had used the methods of "Civil Disobedience," "non- 
violent" resistence and the power of Christian love to bring about 
the changes that were taking place across the Southern states. It was 
a very difficult time for Rev. King and Black citizens who listened 
to his words and believed in them. 

As the newly elected leader of an organization called the Montgomery 
Improvement Association (MIA) , Reverend King and his membe rs decided 
to ooycott tne city of Montgomery's buses after an incident occurred 
involving a leading citizen in the Black community. 

One Thursday afternoon Mrs. Rosa Parks boarded the bus after work to 
go home. The city buses were segregated and in the buses were signs ' 
sjvmg "Colored seat from rear of the bus," which meant that Black ' 
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citiians had to sit in the back of the buses • Sometimes if thm bus 
beaame very crowded^ white pas gangers demanded seats and then the 
Black passengers would have to itand and allow white passengers to take 
their seats. So^ on that Thursday afternoon when the bus driver ordered 
the Black passengers to give up their seats they all moved to comply 
axcept one. That person was Mrs. Rosa Parks, She was then arrested 
and taken to jail. 

During the bus boycott the Black citizens refused to ride the buses 
until the unjust laws v;ere changed. Altogether this took 381 days. In 
the meantime^ they got rides with friends^ used their blcyclei, or 
just plain walked. 

Finally^ on November 13^ 1956 the Supreme Court of the United States 
declared that the Segregation laws in the state of Alabama were uncon=" 
stitutional. Reverend King and his followers were victorious 1 

Reverend King led his followers on to many more victories before his 
death in Memphis, Tennesiee. As the "sit-ins" at the lunchcounters 
that refused service to Blacks and the picketing of dapartment stores 
that didn't hire Blacks^ and other boycotts took place a song could 
be heard being sung. 

"We Shall Overcome^ We Shall Overcome^ We Shall Overcome Someday, 
Deep in my hearty I do believe^ We Shall Overcome Someday," 



" I Still Have A Pream " . 
Part IV 

"I say to you today^ even though we face the difficulties of today 
and tomorrow^ I still have a dream, I have a dream. that my four 
little childran will one day live in a nation where they will .not be 
judged by the color of their skin but by th^ nontent of their character," 
Reverend Martin Luther King was the speaker. The place was Washington, 
D.C, the Capitol of the Nation • The date was August 28^ 1963 , Americans 
o£ all races and religions had gathered together by the Lincoln Memorial. 
They had come from all across the country to be present on that day. 

Still more tributes were to come to Dr. King* In December of 1964, Dr, 
Martin Luther King, .Jr, and his wife Mrs. Coretta King, flew to Norway 
where Dr, King was presented with the Nobel Peace Pri^e, It was indeed 
a great honor , , 

Upon his return to the United States Dr. King continued in the struggle 
for civil rights and freedom for Black Miericans * 

A shot from a rifl© ended his life on April 4 ^ 1968. He was in Memphis, 
Tennessee where he had travelled to help the Sanitation workers of that 
city receive better wages* 
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Across the land Americans of all colors and from all walks of life 
mourned his passing, for they knew that ha had truly been a great man. 



The Life and Words of Martin Luther King, Jr . , Ira Peck 
Martin Luther King; The Peaceful Warrior, Ed Clayton 
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^^^atSn966)" ^p'^fs ^^^^^ American Ne,pn^^ (New Yorki Franklin 

(E)_ Margai-et B. Young, Martin Luther King. Jr.. The Pleture Life (New Yorki 
iranklm Watts, Inc., 1968) , if6 pp. 

Time-Life Bookai I Have A Dream (New Yorki Time, Inc., I968), 96pp. 
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